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U.S. Light-Vehicle Sales Exceed 17 Million Units
By Keith Spacapan
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announced it will close up to five
assembly plants in North America to ensure GM is “lean and
agile.” Automakers appear to
be preparing for the day when
there are fewer cars and more
trucks (SUVs and crossovers
included), fewer gas tanks and
more electric batteries, and
fewer two car garages and more
ride-sharing options.
Looking ahead to 2019,
most industry insiders expect
U.S. vehicle sales to fall short of
17 million units for the first time
in five years. According to a
recent Wall Street Journal/NBC
News poll, one-third of Americans say the economy will worsen in 2019, the highest level of
wariness in five years.
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